
 

Pleasant Lake Management District (PLMD) 
Minutes – PLMD Annual Meeting 

Saturday, May 27, 2017 9:00 a.m. 
Anna Follett Community Center—Coloma,  WI 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Tom Kunes at 9:39 a.m. (The meeting start 
was delayed due to a significant increase in membership attendance and waiting for all 
members to enter the room, gain a ballot and be able to hear meeting content.) 
 
Board members present: Tom Kunes, Jean MacCubbin Francie Rowe, Jon Walsh, Bud 
Palazzolo, Enrique Soria and Emily Hein.   
 
The meeting had a much higher attendance than years past, with approximately 150 
members in attendance.  
 
Tom spoke of the voting process and ballot content.  He also said due to the delayed meeting 
start, the agenda order will be changed slightly.  Tom also introduced members of the board.  
 
New Business 

Presentation: Land Stewardship Program, Land Acquisition and Financing Options 
Tom spoke of concerns in WI regarding water usage, increasing demand and its pressure 
upon lake levels. He also spoke of water contamination due to manure spreading and the 
existence of the Pleasant Lake stewardship plan.  Tom thanked both the PLMD and Friends 
of Central Sands for their support in the to-date successful suppression of the Richfield Dairy 
CAFO. 
 
Tom provided a presentation outlining the scientific evidence from hi-cap well pumping 
affecting water levels in Central WI, manure spreading near the lake and strategies and 
options for protecting Pleasant Lake.   Per a map from 2013, Pleasant Lake is in a section of 
the state with the highest groundwater withdrawals and concentration of nitrates.  Tom 
showed contour lines indicating the way the ground water is moving, which is directly toward 
Pleasant Lake, a grave concern for contamination.  And, when well pumping is at capacity, 
lake levels could be reduced by a little over 4 feet.  
 
Tom mentioned we are also contesting the Frozene well (funded by Clean Wisconsin).   
 
Likely outcomes without purchase of Bula property: 
 

o Reduced quality of Pleasant Lake resulting from lower water levels 
o Increase in nitrates in drinking water due to manure spreading 
o A reduction in property values  

 
Tom also noted that, although not in presentation, the purchase of the Bula land would 
relieve the PLMD of legal fees and time needed to contest the well or manure spreading. 
 



 

Presentation and Discussion: Annual Budget 2018 
Jon Walsh provided a presentation and discussion of the annual budget. He outlined the 
following points: 
 
Purchase price: 105 acres for $400,000, and appraised at $409,500. 
 
Financing options are with Hometown Bank or Board of Commissioners of Public Lands 
(BCPL).   
 
$279 is the total property tax assessment proposed for 2018.  Below is the proposed 2018 
budget breakdown: 
 
$21 for operating expenses 
$122 for reserve funding 
$136 for debt service for Bula land 
Total = $279 
 
We may also raise monies to pay off mortgage earlier. 
 
Francie spoke to options on future uses of the property, including but not limited to: 
 

o Deed restrict it to protect Pleasant Lake well into the future 
o Rent as non-irrigated Ag land 
o Sell part to Ice Age Trail or other entity 

 
PLMD Board seeks a work group of people who are interested in discussing and determining 
future plans for the property.  
 
Discussion and Statements from District Members 
 

o Andy Becker asked about what the term “irrepealable” means. Jon said it means we 
will not vote on this topic annually.   

 
o As requested by Andy Becker, Bud Pallozolo spoke, stating hi-cap well drilling will 

likely continue, and although he does not have a property on Pleasant Lake, if he did, 
he would vote yes to purchase the Bula property.  

 
o David Rowe spoke of two different philosophies to consider: a certain outcome if 

voting yes to purchase the land vs. uncertainty, layers of complications, cost and time 
if voting no. 

 
o A member asked if we are planning to purchase additional properties.  Jon spoke that 

we are providing annually to our Land Trust Stewardship Program for potential future 
purchases; however, we will pursue properties that come available to the extent they 
are in the Pleasant Lake watershed.  As well, there are few parcels at risk in the 
watershed: Francie showed the Pleasant Lake watershed and indicated where hi-cap 



 

wells are already in process.  She noted there are not a lot of other areas that are at 
risk of installing a hi-cap well in our watershed (e.g, Camp Fairwood). 
 

o A member asked that if the land were monetized, would the membership receive a 
refund pro rata or via dividend?  Jon replied that if any income were generated from 
the land, we would use to pay down the principal on the debt of the property.  If sold in 
excess of remaining debt, the excess funds belong to the PLMD.  The use of the 
excess funds held in the Land Trust Stewardship Program fund and the Board would 
evaluate options and present them to the PLMD membership during an Annual 
meeting.  Financial statements are always presented and available to all the PLMD 
membership if interested for transparency.    

 
o Testimonials were provided by Dan Maynard and Annie Krupnow.   

 
o Tom Kunes read a testimonial from Bob and Joanne Clarke, leaders of Friends of 

Central Sands, supporting the PLMD’s purchase of the Bula property. 
 
 
Open Nominations for Two Directors 
Jean spoke to ballot content and opened up the floor for nominations.  No nominations were 
provided.   
 
Two volunteers came forward to help count ballots: Larry Duneske and CT Ling.   
 
Tom welcomed new members, Keith and Andrea Loppnow and CT (and Laurie) Ling.   
 
Secretary’s Report 
It was moved and seconded (Fred Erickson/Joanne Haglund) to approve the minutes of the 
special meeting of September 3, 2016. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Emily Hein asked the membership to provide email addresses if not already provided, and to 
please help cut down on reproduction and mailing expenses by accepting all communications 
via email, if possible. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Jon provided a financial summary YTD through May 2017, as follows:  
 
TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS: $39,415 
TOTAL ACTUAL RECEIPTS: $39,543 
FAVORABLE VARIANCE OF $128  
 
EXPENSES:  
FUND RESERVES BUDGET: $3,520 
YTD RESERVES ACTUAL: $6,300 
UNSPENT RESERVES: $28,950 
 



 

OPERATING EXPENSE BUDGET: $4,165 
ACTUAL EXPENSE YTD $877 
FAVORABLE VARIANCE IS $3,288 
 
It was moved and seconded (Al Seeger/Ken Holmstrom) to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Town and County Reports 
Committee Reports 
Bud apologized for lack of work on the north shore boat launch repair.  He will press for a firm 
commitment to complete the repairs.  A new fire truck purchased and will be available in July.   
 
Business updates: The Dollar General will be opening soon, there are some potential buyers 
for the grocery store, there are new owners at the Coloma liquor store and the Bread Bar is 
open (and provided scones for meeting today).   
 
Discussed boat patrol and issues of tickets being written that are truly required for negligent 
boat use.  Next town meeting is June 6th at 7 pm.   
 
Tom Kunes mentioned concerns residents have mentioned about gun shots near Camp 
Fairwood, from early in the morning to late in the day.  Enrique Soria spoke to the Camp and 
it states it only has shooting skills exercises in the afternoon.  Properties surrounding the 
camp appear to be performing the shooting. not the Camp.  The Camp will keep a log of 
when they hold shooting skills events vs. when the other, nearby shooting occurs.  There is 
no county ordinance to prevent shooting, other than a request for common courtesy.   
 
Enrique noted that we are fortunate that Waushara County passed a resolution on the 
protection and importance of water management in support of its lake property owners.   
 
 
Old Business 
Richfield Dairy 
Per Francie, the Richfield Dairy contested case hearing was filed; we are awaiting DNR’s 
response. 
 
Lake Management Plan updates 
As an update on the approved Lake Management Plan, Jean is initiating a water testing 
program.  We will work with UW Stevens Point to collect baseline data.  This process will be 
sponsored by the PLMD.  Cost is roughly $49 per household, but funding is yet to be 
determined. Jean said the project may start with the NW part of the lake due to the wells and 
manure spreading fields nearby. 
 
Jean reported that there is a new leader who will soon be involved with Clean Boats Clean 
Waters. 
 



 

 
 
Board Updates 
Communications 
Per Jean MacCubbin, a kiosk is positioned at the north shore public swim beach where 
meeting agendas are posted.  Another kiosk will be available for public posting use. 
 
Voting Results: 
  

2018 Budget:   
Yes - 122  
No - 14    
Abstentions - 11  

 
 Purchase of Bula property: 
 Yes - 131 
 No - 21  

Total votes = 152, with 86% approval 
 

Board of Directors: 
 Tom Kunes  125 
 Francie Rowe 117 
  
4 write-ins received 7 votes: 

 
Ken Seidelburg 
Carol Wood 
Bill Vance 
Clausen 

 
 
It was moved and seconded (Karen Bodouski/Joanne Haglund) to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m.   
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Emily Hein, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


