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January 2017 

   

2016 Annual Meeting  
 
The Pleasant Lake Management District held its Annual Meeting September 3, 2016 in the Anna Follett 

Community Center in Coloma.  The meeting was not well attended; approximately 30 individuals were 

present.   

 

Two Board members were elected for the 2016-17 year:  Jon Walsh (treasurer) and Emily Hein (secretary).  

The following is a summary of items discussed: 

 

 Presentation, Review and Approval of the Proposed 2017 Budget.  Jon Walsh provided the proposed 

budget for 2017, which has an assessment of $185 per parcel, an increase from last year’s $150 parcel 

assessment.  This was approved by those in attendance. 

 PLMD financials are on solid ground through December 2016 with positive fund balances in all funds 

going into 2017.  

 The legal challenges for clean and quantity of water continue to be a driving need for Legal Fund and 

Land Stewardship Fund contributions. Thank you to those who have already contributed and we ask 

for others to consider contributing to these funds in early 2017 to help us prepare for future costs that 

will likely arise.  

 Town Representative, Bud Palazollo, told of the township’s plans to purchase a new fire truck.  He 

has also communicated to township leaders the PLMD residents’ concerns re: manure spreading, boat 

landing, and walkers on roads to the public beach. 

 An update to the Lake Management Plan was provided. There are 29 items that have either been 

completed or started to date, including, but not limited to, water sampling and identification of 

sensitive resource areas. 

 

Hanaman House Fire 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Village 

 

    P.O. Box 230, Coloma, Wisconsin  54930 

Pleasant Lake Management District 

Newsletter 

On Tuesday, October 11th, Donna, Duane and Dana 

Hanaman lost their north shore lake house to a fire, 

caused by a rare furnace component failure. 

Although Donna and Duane were able to exit safely, 

their house could not be saved and is deemed a total 

loss.  They have also lost everything other than what 

they were wearing at the time of the fire. 

 

The family wishes to send a heartfelt thank you to 

everyone who has provided support during this 

difficult time. You may reach the family via the 

following address: manyrivers@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:manyrivers@gmail.com
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The Village of Coloma is finding its feet again following the loss of the grocery store last winter.  Two new 

businesses have joined the community:  Bread Bar & Coffee Shop and a Dollar General Store. 

 

Bread Bar:  Klaus Perkins joined the Coloma business community in October.  He brings us great bread, 

soup, craft beer, and a little wine.  This will serve as a lovely spot to chat, rest, and enjoy the 

moment. 

 

Grocery Store:  The grocery store is being sold at auction Tuesday, January 17th.  It is rumored that there are 

two buyers interested.   If you are willing and able to help with the transition (painting, cleaning, 

stocking shelves, etc.) call Sue Apps and let her know you are willing to help.  You can find Sue at 

the Coloma Hotel: (715) 228-2401.   

 

Dollar General Store:  To open in October 2017, the Dollar General will be setting up shop west of the old 

Charles Garage across from the Red Hill Royal Cafe.   

 

X-Country Ski Trails:  The Pathfinders Snowmobile club has embraced X-country skiing and snowshoeing.  

They have created two new ski trails beginning at the park.  One ungroomed for those who like their 

skiing and shoeing with a little adventure; one groomed for the less adventurous.   

 

Coloma Glide and Ride February 18, 2017:  the Pathfinders Snowmobile Club is sponsoring a Coloma 

Glide and Ride beginning at the park at 10:30 - three different races and loops. 

10:00 a.m. - kids ski race on the ball diamond;  

10:30 a.m. - adults on the new park trails; 

1:30 fat tire bike race   

Registration is $20.00 per person and includes bottomless bowl of chili; kids are $10.00. 

 

Lions Club Fisheree: Saturday, February 11, 2017 on Pleasant Lake 

 Snowmobile Radar Run (Sponsored by Coloma Pathfinders Snowmobile Club) 

 Plinko for kids 

 Small Raffle Drawings and prizes throughout the day. 

 Large Raffle — Only 200 tickets sold.  $50/ticket 

 Fishing 

 Hot Food: Brats, Hot Dogs, Hamburgers 

 Drinks: Beer, Soda, Coffee, Hot Chocolate 

 Money Raffle Tickets (Small Raffle) $2 each or 3/$5  Pre-sale of tickets at all area businesses 

 Food and Drink in Heated Tent 

 

Coloma Historical Society’s 10th Annual Chili Cook-off: January 28th - Interested chiefs should contact 

Sue Apps to get your pot on the table (Coloma Hotel: (715) 228-2401).  Interested eaters, just show 

up! 
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Ice Age Trail Project 

 
 
The PLMD has continued its 

work with the Ice Age Trail 

Alliance.  The newest information 

here is that the Coloma 

Pathfinders Snowmobile Club has 

added their support to the project.  

The trail that connects 4th Avenue 

and 3rd Avenue will become part 

of the trail.  Sue Apps shared   

 

 

 

Eurasian Water Milfoil Update 
 
PLMD will be working with Onterra, LLC this spring to assess our Eurasian Water Milfoil situation.  The 

plan is to have Onterra come out in early spring to identify plant locations and density.  Two years ago we 

engaged in a hand pulling operation which was very successful.  The Board feels that using chemicals as a 

management tool presents problems that are not found when hand pulling.  Chemical use can become a 

health hazard, produce chemical resistant plants as well as become an economic burden on a District.   

 

June is the best time of year to pull EWM.  The red stem 

seen in the spring makes it easy to find.  By July, more 

native plants have emerged and EWM is easy to confuse 

with native milfoil species.  By August, EWM plants 

have become brittle and break easily, which encourages 

EWM spread.   

 

In 2015 PLMD used the Janesville Boy Scouts to harvest 

our EWM.  They know the plants and technique for 

removal.  In addition to the Janesville crew, divers from 

local fire departments will also help out.  Wautoma, 

Neshkoro, Red Granite and Princeton all 

have dive teams.   

 

 

 

Frozene High Capacity Well Update 
 
On September 30, 2016 the Wisconsin DNR approved the pending Frozene high capacity well application.  

The DNR approved Frozene to pump 272 million gallons of water a year.  This is significantly more that the 

DNR had determined should be permitted.  The DNR had determined that no more than 36.3 million gallons 

per year should be pumped to prevent harm to waters of the state, including Pleasant Lake and Chaffee 

Creek.  To put this in perspective, Richfield Dairy was allowed 52.5 million gallons per year and is further 

way from both Pleasant Lake and Chaffee Creek. 

 

Friday, October 28, 2016 PLMD filed a challenge to the DNR’s permit in Dane County Circuit Court.  On 

the same day, Clean Wisconsin filed eight high capacity well challenges to high capacity wells that had also 

been permitted on September 30th in other areas of Wisconsin. All nine challenges were based on the fact 

the club welcomes hikers, 

shoeshoers, and cross country 

skiers to use the trail.  Note – 

when you ski or hike, be conscious  

of snow mobile traffic! 

See the Ice Age Trail Alliance 

web page for existing trails in 

Waushara and Marquette 

Counties.  

http://www.iceagetrail.org/  

 

 

http://www.iceagetrail.org/
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that the DNR’s failure to review and act on cumulative impacts violates the DNR’s Constitutional obligation 

to protect the natural resources entrusted to the agency by the citizens of Wisconsin.   

 

All nine wells were permitted following Attorney General Brad Schimel’s July 2016 opinion stating the 

DNR lacked the authority to review the cumulative effects of high capacity wells on nearby lakes, 

streams, and wetlands.  This opinion is counter to the July, 2011 Wisconsin Supreme Court decision 

charging the DNR with protecting the waters of the state.  It is a non-binding opinion, no more.  The 

problem is that the DNR chose to honor Schimel’s opinion and change the procedures they had been 

using to evaluate high capacity well applications following the Richfield CAFO ruling by Judge Boldt.   

 

 

Richfield Dairy Asks for a New WPDES Permit  
 

Wisconsin Pollution Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) permits must be reevaluated and 

renewed every 5 years. As a result, the Richfield Dairy WPDES permit is now up for renewal.  A WPDES 

permit allows a CAFO (Confined Animal Feeding Operation) to spread manure and pollute groundwater.  

Although no dairy has been built on the Richfield site, the existing permit must be renewed if Milk Source 

ever plans to move forward on their project.   

 

December 5, 2016 the DNR issued a new Draft Richfield CAFO WPDES permit.  There are significant 

problems with this permit.  The draft permit is a problem not only because in its present form it lacks an 

animal unit cap, but also because it includes language that will allow Richfield Dairy to have an Alternate 

Concentration Limit (ACL) for nitrate pollution.  Richfield is asking for an ACL because the Burr Oaks 

CAFO next door to the Richfield site has already polluted the groundwater under Burr Oaks and the entire 

area.  The nitrate values in monitoring wells exceed the state and national limit of 10 mg/liter.  Clearly, this 

is a poor choice to site an additional CAFO. 

 

In response to Judge Boldt’s September 2015 ruling, on October 29, 2015, the Wisconsin DNR issued the 

Richfield CAFO a WPDES permit that sets a maximum animal units number at 6,270.  This is the same 

number of animals Richfield requested when the water allocation had been set at 131.3 million gallons of 

water per year and again when they were asking for 72.5 million gallons per year.  It violates Judge Bolt’s 

ruling, as 6,270 animal units cannot be sustained by 52.5 million gallons of water per year.  Multiple 

calculations by dairy scientists at Penn State, Kansas State, and the University of Illinois as well as the 

DNR itself all find 3,500 animal units to be a realistic number.   

 

On March 18, 2016, the DNR granted PLMD a contested case hearing to focus on whether the WPDES 

permit issued on October 29, 2015 complied with the ALJ’s order and directive that DNR include a 

condition “to establish a cap on the number of animal units which can sustainably be accommodated at the 

site in conjunction with the high capacity well condition approval modification”.  The cap DNR had 

included in the permit - 6,270 animal units - was almost double the number of cattle that could be 

supported on 52.5 million gallons of water, approximately 3,500.  July 21, 2016 Judge James Troupis 

issued a stay on the PLMD circuit court challenge postponing it until the contested case hearing is 

completed.  This may all become moot after December 31st, because the initial WPDES permit expires at 

that point.   
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Wondering how you can help?  On Tuesday, January 10th at 2:00 pm in the Adams County Community 

Center, there will be a public hearing to give citizens an opportunity to share with the DNR their point of 

view on the proposed WPDES permit.  

  

Adams County Community Center 

569 North Cedar Street 

Adams, WI 53910 

 

It is essential that Pleasant Lake Management District take a position at the hearing.  If you can attend, 

please do.  If you can’t be there in person, written comments will be accepted until Tuesday, January 

17, 2017. It is important that the Pleasant Lake community keep the pressure on the DNR if we want to 

protect our lake. Written comments may be submitted to: 

 

Casey Jones 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

625 E County Road Y, Suite 700  

Oshkosh, WI 54901 

casey.jones@wisconsin.gov 

phone:  (920) 303-5426 

 

Information on the Richfield Dairy CAFO and the history of the court cases can be found at  

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/agbusiness/cafo/richfielddairy.html    

 

Below are points to consider as you prepare to speak or write.  No one needs to address all of these points.  

Pick one or two that speak to you and make your voice heard. 

 

Points to Address Argument Ask 

No Animal Unit  Number 

 

 

An animal unit number is essential for a WPDES 

permit as it is the measure by which both the 

manure retention pond is sized and the spreading 

area required is determined.  Without an animal 

unit number, neither can be calculated. 

Richfield CAFO to be capped 

at 3,500 animal units.  The 

draft permit should be 

reworked to reflect the number 

of animals that can be sustained 

on 52.5 million gallons of 

water as ordered by Judge 

Boldt. 

WPDES Draft Permit 

fails to address Judge 

Boldt ‘s decision via the 

September 3, 2015 CCH 

 

After years of research and weeks of court room 

deliberation Judge Boldt provided reasoned 

direction to the Richfield CAFO regarding water 

usage and accompanying waste produced, his 

directions should be followed. 

Provide an animal unit cap of 

3500 animals not to be 

exceeded in the future. 

How much water is 

needed to support 6,270 

animal units? 

 

6,270 animal units would require drinking water, 

cooling water, water to clean milk house, floors, 

etc.  The number would be in the range of 70-

100,000 gallons. 

Richfield CAFO be capped at 

3,500 animal units. 

“Live” reporting of water 

usage to ensure water 

pumping does not exceed 

52.5 million gallons per 

year. 

Without real-time reporting of water usage, the 

Richfield CAFO will not know when they have 

reached their allotted water usage. 

Flow meter and real-time data 

monitoring must be required. 

Alternate Concentration 

Limit 

Groundwater nitrates are already too high in the 

area. 

No ACL should be allowed; 

add language to specifically 

ban that option. 

mailto:casey.jones@wisconsin.gov
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/agbusiness/cafo/richfielddairy.html
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Manure spreading 

 

Opitz/Burr Oaks was not spreading manure in 

2011 when the first WPDES permit was issued – 

they are now. There is not enough acreage in the 

area for both. 

Review both WPDES permits 

to ensure there is no overlap in 

spreading areas. 

No monitoring of 

spreading areas 

How will the DNR be able to determine how 

much manure is going on a spreading site? 

Manure Logs are rarely monitored, or reviewed 

by the DNR. 

Require phosphates and nitrates 

analysis of manure spread. 

Require a plan that limits the 

phosphate & nitrate application 

on sandy soils. 

NMP do not protect 

Groundwater 

There is no published evidence that Nutrient 

Management Plans protects groundwater. 

 

Monitoring wells at both the 

production and spreading sites 

should be required. 

Who will monitor 

spreading? 

The DNR is weakened and not monitoring 

spreading in the rest of Wisconsin (Kewaunee 

County), what makes you think they will monitor 

in our counties? 

Require oversight of manure 

spreading.  DNR?  Counties?  

Townships?   

Bacterial monitoring 

 

Manure contains E. coli.  Given the manure 

volume that will be generated by Richfield Dairy 

& Burr Oaks, E. coli pollution to the groundwater 

is likely.   

Monitoring wells in spreading 

areas as well as CAFO 

production site must be 

required. 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Groundwater News  
 

Wisconsin’s water worries continue to be in the news, both local issues (drawing down our lakes and 

streams) and state wide pollution issues (manure in Kewaunee County, bacteria in drinking wells, nitrates, 

etc.):  http://dnr.wi.gov/news/releases/article/?id=4033 

 

As noted earlier in this Newsletter, the DNR has chosen to follow Attorney General Schimel’s opinion to 

limit DNR authority, rather that adhering to the Wisconsin Supreme Court’s July 2011 unanimous 

decision (http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/dnr-following-ag-s-lead-narrows-its-

review-of-high/article_8e50563b-7f42-535a-a530-873a424c08ad.html ).  This change in the Wisconsin 

DNR’s authority has changed its process and standards for high capacity well review 

(https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/oag/recent/oag_1_16 ).   

 

Now in addition to determining whether the proposed well meets well construction requirements, the 

DNR will only review high capacity well applications to determine whether the proposed high capacity 

well will have an adverse environmental impact if the proposed well: 

 

1. is within a groundwater protection area (within 1,200 feet of a class 1, 2 or 3 trout stream or a 

designated outstanding or exceptional resource water); 

2. may impact springs with flow greater or equal to one cubic foot per second; 

3. will result in water loss greater than 95 percent; 

4. will result in 10 or more feet of water level drawdown in the public utility well based on 30 days 

of continuous pumping from the proposed high capacity well or well system; and 

5. will degrade safe drinking water and the groundwater resource or impact public safety.   

(http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wells/highcapacity.html ) 

 

At this time, the DNR has taken no action on the Bula Land Company high capacity well application just 

north of Pleasant Lake, south of Hwy CC.  The Bula high capacity well request falls under category #2 

http://dnr.wi.gov/news/releases/article/?id=4033
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/dnr-following-ag-s-lead-narrows-its-review-of-high/article_8e50563b-7f42-535a-a530-873a424c08ad.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/dnr-following-ag-s-lead-narrows-its-review-of-high/article_8e50563b-7f42-535a-a530-873a424c08ad.html
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/oag/recent/oag_1_16
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wells/highcapacity.html
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above.  Whether or not it will be permitted will depend on the volume and rate of water flow of 

groundwater into the Turtle Bay Spring Pond and the Chaffee Creek Spring Pond.  

 

 

Keep Your Legislator in the Loop 

 
It is important that we all keep talking to our legislators.  As noted above, groundwater quantity and 

quality are likely to be legislative initiatives this session.  If you don’t tell them you care, they are not 

going to know you do.  Please take a moment and send your senator a note.   Pleasant Lake is now 

represented by Patrick Testin – a brand new, 28-year-old man, with little knowledge of lakes, water issues 

- and by Representative Scott Krug.  Feel free to write on water quantity (don’t pump our lake dry) or 

water quality (we don’t want manure loaded with nitrates, bacteria, and phosphates in Pleasant Lake). 

 

If you vote in another district in Wisconsin, please write your local senator and assembly person.  All 

Wisconsin legislators will vote on the water issues when they arrive at the capital.  You can be sure other 

interests are making their voices heard, so we should too!  Lake shore property owners pay 30% of 

Waushara County property taxes and we all want clean water in our lakes. 

 

Find your legislators at:  http://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/  

http://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/
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PLMD Board of Commissioners 2015-2016 

Tom Kunes, President 

Jean MacCubbin, Vice-President 

Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master 

Jon Walsh, Treasurer 

Francie Rowe, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Management  

Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 

Enrique Soria, Waushara County Representative 

 

Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org/  

Email:  pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com   

 

 

Pleasant Lake Management District     

P.O. Box 230 

Coloma, Wisconsin  54930 

PLMD Special Meeting Saturday, May 27, 2017 

PLMD Annual Meeting Saturday, September 2, 2017 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
mailto:pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com

