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February 4, 2020 
 
Pleasant Lake to Host Lions Club Fisheree 
Ice covers Pleasant Lake, welcoming ice fishing and snowmobilers.  The annual Fisheree, hosted by the Coloma Lions 
Club, will take place on Saturday, February 8th from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Join your neighbors and area enthusiasts for the 
following: 
 

• Snowmobile Radar Run (Sponsored by Coloma Pathfinders Snowmobile Club) 
• Small and Large Raffle drawings throughout the day  
• Ice Fishing 
• Fishing Prizes 
• Refreshments in heated tent: 

o Hot Food: Brats, Hot Dogs, Hamburgers 
o Drinks: Beer, Soda, Coffee, Hot Chocolate 

 
Annual Meeting - 2019 
The Pleasant Lake Management District held its Annual Meeting August 31, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in the Anna Follett 
Community Center in Coloma.   Approximately 45 people were in attendance. 
 
Treasurer Jon Walsh spoke to the proposed 2020 budget.  The membership was asked to vote upon $142.20 for the 
budget.  $136.80 will remain as is part of the Debt Service Fund for the PLMD 105 which was passed in 2017.  $279 will 
remain the total taxed amount.  The proposed 2020 budget and assessment of $142.20 were unanimously approved. 
 
Water Level Monitoring on Pleasant Lake 
The Pleasant Lake water level continues to be approximately two feet above its level in May 2018.  In 2019, the water 
level reading end of May was 982.6, end of July – 982.8 and December 10th – 983, up about four tenths of a foot over the 
past six months.  Current water level is about five 10ths of a foot above the estimated ordinary high water mark and about 
eight 10ths of a foot below the highest water level which was recorded in 1994.  The monitoring system providing these 
recent recordings was installed by DNR and State Geological Survey and remains in place to support the study of our lake 
along with two others as part of a Central Sands project to examine water levels and their impacts from Hi-cap well 
pumping. 
 
Richfield Contested Case Agreement—PLMD, DNR and Richfield Dairy 
Since our last update, there is no change at the Supreme Court level for the Richfield Dairy case.  We are awaiting word 
from the Supreme Court on the Kinnard Case, as well as for PLMD’s support for contesting the Frozene Well.  A decision 
is not likely to come until mid-late 1st quarter 2020.  
 
CAFO siting rules - meant to give more control to local government and counties - has stalled.   
 
The DNR has voted to proceed with rule development on nitrates in groundwater.  
 
PLMD Financial Review  
As part of the Chapter 33 guidelines, lake districts must perform a Financial Review to ensure accuracy in financial 
records management.  Board member Loppnow worked with Linda Walkup, Northshore resident, to complete this review 
of our 2018-2019 records.  There were no inconsistencies found.  The board thanks Linda for the work she performed. 
Annual financial reviews will be conducted going forward.    
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Financials 
Below is the approved 2020 PLMD budget. 
 

 
 

For the Month of December 2019: 
There was no expense activity for December.  Revenue consisted of $230 interest income.  The WI LGIP interest rate 
was 1.63% for the month. 
 
For the Year 2019: 
Total Expenses exceeded Revenues by $19,117 for the year, in other words, a net loss for the year, which was primarily 
caused by expected legal reserve spending. 
 
Revenue - total receipts were $64,748 

• $56,850 Special tax assessments 
• $2,109 interest income 
• $1,789 contributions 
• $4,000 rental income 

Expenses - total expenses were $83,865, which were over budget by $25,758 primarily because of Richfield Dairy 
Contested Case legal defense 

• Reserve expenses were $80,723 
o $1,045 Lake Water Quality 
o $8,000 Hydrology Technical Experts 
o $42,540 Legal 
o $29,138 LT Debt Service PLMD105 payments 

• G&A expenses were $3,142, which were under budget by $1,330, primarily because mailing and printing costs 
were lower than planned. 

 

PLMD - 2019 Approved Budget & 2020 Proposed Budget

Line 
Item

2019 Approved 
Budget

2019 Per 
Parcel

2020 Proposed 
Budget 2020 Per Parcel COMMENTS

Year (Assessment $ Amount) 279$                        279$                  
Revenues:
Waushara Co.. (T. Coloma) $48,546.00 $48,546.00
Marquette Co. (T. Springfield) $10,881.00 $10,881.00

Interest Income $10.00 $500.00 ($2.35)
Budget some of 
MMkt interest

Other Contributions/Grants $0.00 $0.00
Expect Fundraising, 
but no budget

  Total Revenue $59,437.00 $59,927.00 ($2.35)
Administrative Expenses:

Total ADMIN Expenses $4,472.00 $21.00 $4,888.00 $22.95
Reserve Expenses:

Total RESERVE Expenses $25,900.00 $121.60 $25,900.00 $121.60
Net Revenue (Expense) $29,065.00 $29,139.00

Land Purchase Debt Service DSF $29,065.00 $136.46 $29,139.00 $136.80

$29k Debt Service 
(principal and 
interest) on PLMD 105 
land

Net Revenue (Expense) and 
Debt Service $0.00 $0.00

$59,427.00 $59,427.00 $142.20 Ballot for vote
$136.80 PLMD 105 already passed
$279.00 Total Assessment
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PLMD Board Nominations 
Nominations will be accepted for two open board seats at the May Special Meeting.  Have you wanted to become more 
involved in lake planning, management and legal activities that impact Pleasant Lake?  If yes, we encourage you to 
come forward to be on the board.  Write-in candidates will also be accepted at the Annual Meeting in September.  The 
Board seeks new lake members to participate.  If you are interested or know someone who is interested in joining the 
PLMD Board, please send your nominations to PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com.   Each nominee will be asked to 
provide a brief description of their interests and reason to join the board.   
 
Central Sands Lake Study 
 
Below is a communication from Jeff Helmuth, Hydrogeologist and project manager of the Central Sands Lakes Study.   
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Central Sands Lakes Study Update 
January 2020 
 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and our study partners are continuing to analyze data and 
prepare for sharing our methodology, data, and tentative results as part of the Central Sands Lakes Study (CSLS). The 
following summarizes CSLS activities between July and December 2019. 

Lake level monitoring 

During this period, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) continuously monitored water levels on each of the three study 
lakes. Precipitation data are collected at the Hancock research station and at precipitation gages near Plainfield and 
Pleasant lakes. The Central Sands region continued to experience more frequent, intense precipitation events the 
remainder of 2019. As a result, lake levels on each of the three study lakes are very high and continued to rise through 
the last six months. The groundwater flow model used for the CSLS will simulate water table levels at both lows (2012) to 
highs (2018) to demonstrate that the model can reasonably represent a full range of hydrologic conditions that the lakes 
experience. The DNR plans to continue to fund USGS to monitor the lake levels through 2021. 

Local geology 

Wisconsin Geological & Natural History Survey (WGNHS) and DNR staff are creating water table maps and 
characterizing the subsurface geology of the area based on compiled data from approximately 60,000 well construction 
reports, geophysical surveys, and exploratory drilling completed to fill data gaps. 

Modeling 

Modelers at USGS and DNR are calibrating a preliminary regional groundwater flow model using available data. They 
also created inset groundwater flow models to better represent local conditions surrounding the three study lakes. As 
additional data is analyzed, USGS, WGNHS and DNR are refining the model layers. The model will be used to assess the 
role of both groundwater withdrawals and climate. In the summer of 2020, the DNR and USGS will host a webinar on the 
modeling methodology used for the study. 

Lake characterization 

DNR biologists continue to monitor lake conditions and conduct lake assessments as part of the effort to define significant 
impacts to lake levels through a process called the Lake Level Impact Assessment (LLIRA). DNR staff are continuing to 
analyze data collected the past two summers to better characterize physical, chemical and biological characteristics of the 
lakes. The DNR will host a webinar on the LLIRA methodology used to assess the three lakes and to define significant 
impacts in the summer of 2020. 

Outreach 

By request, DNR staff provided an update on the CSLS at the American Public Works Association conference in 
November 2019. In addition, DNR Lakes Monitoring and Water Use staff presented preliminary LLIRA methodology the 
North American Lake Management Society conference in Vermont in November 2019. Once presented in the Summer of 
2020, the technical webinars will be placed on the department’s project website. 

For more information regarding the status of the CSLS or to request a presentation, contact project manager, Jeff 
Helmuth at (608)-266-5234.  

mailto:PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com
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Funding 

In the first biennium (FY2017-19) the joint committee on finance allocated $400,000 to DNR to fund the study. In January 
2020, the Joint Committee on Finance approved funding for the second and final biennium of the project. With 2019-21 
funding support now approved, the DNR can continue to work towards meeting the statutory requirements required by the 
legislature in June 2021. 

 
 
PLMD 105 and Ice Age Trail Update 
As we look at the overall PLMD 105 development future, the plan is to work with the Ice Age Trail (IAT) first as a 
foundational starting point. The board continues to seek ways to create a southern access for the IAT.  The board 
welcomes ideas to create a southern access path.  No access has been found for the project to be eligible for the 
Stewardship Funds in last year’s grant process, but we hope to apply in 2020 should an access solution be determined.   
 
The farmer who rented the property in 2019 will again lease it in 2020 for soybean or corn growth.      
 
Goose Nesting 
Management of the goose population is important for the protection of Pleasant Lake’s water quality and particularly the 
reduction of nuisance and contaminants from goose feces, which can result in skin rashes and other health hazards for 
swimmers.  Residents are urged to contact Fred Erickson at 715-498-7719 when and where they see geese nesting. 
 
 
2019 Water Quality Testing Outcome  
Interested residents participated in the 3rd annual private well water testing in September 2019.  Of 17 well water samples, 
one is above the federal health standard of 10 mg/L, which is the same well that measured high in the past, but is 
beginning to decrease.  The remaining were in the 2-5 or 5-10 mg/L range.  
 
 
Want More Involvement in Lake Activities?   
Perhaps serving on the PLMD board isn’t for you, but you still want to be involved in some of the workgroups to support 
Pleasant Lake.  If so, the following committees remain open for additional volunteers.  All are encouraged to participate!  If 
you are interested in sharing ideas or proposing solutions, please contact PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com to connect 
with the chairs of each committee.  No experience necessary; just bring your energy and ideas.  
 

• PLMD 105 Workgroup 
• Fish Committee  
• Clean Boats Clean Waters 

 
PLMD Emailed Communications 
Have you or your neighbors shared your email address with the PLMD secretary yet?  If yes, did you provide an email 
address that is no longer valid or is associated with a workplace where you are no longer employed and the address is 
therefore outdated?  Please provide your updated or new email addresses to PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com to 
receive timely lake-relevant updates, in addition to the newsletters.  Keep in mind that if you’re not seeing PLMD emails 
as you would assume, the email may be in your spam folder.  If there, release as ‘Not Spam’ and add 
PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com to your contacts to ensure direct delivery going forward. 
  

mailto:PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com
mailto:PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com
mailto:PleasantLakeSecretary@gmail.com
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PLMD Board of Commissioners 2019-2020 

Tom Kunes, Chair 
Francie Rowe, Vice-Chair, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 
Jon Walsh, Treasurer  
Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master 
Andrea Loppnow, Board Member at Large 
Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 
Enrique Soria, Waushara County Representative 
 
Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake 
email: Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com  
 
 

    
 

Pleasant Lake Management District     
P.O. Box 230 
Coloma, Wisconsin 54930 

PLMD Special Meeting: Saturday, May 23rd, 2020 at 9:00 am 
PLMD Annual Meeting: Saturday, September 5th, 2020 at 9:00 am 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:directors@mypleasantlake.org

