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May 13, 2019 
 

 
April 10th marked the beginning of spring at Pleasant Lake as the ice broke up and disappeared.  As emailed to 
many members, the current high lake levels have pulled various beach objects away from shore (pier sections, 
stairs, canoes, paddleboats, etc.) to float about the lake.  Please check your shoreline – or ask a neighbor if 
you have not yet returned to the lake for the season – to ensure your items are secured or can be collected 
if floating.  Partially sunken items will become a serious hazard when people begin boating for the season. 

 
 
2019 Sailing Schedule   
Whether you are new to sailing or experienced, join fellow sailors each summer 
weekend on Pleasant Lake for some sailing fun.  There will be an organizational 
meeting Sunday, May 26th at 1 p.m. at the public beach/park on the northeast 
corner of the lake for all center board sailors.  The first non-scored fun race of 
the season will follow at 4 p.m.  All scored races will start at 4 p.m. on these 
dates: June 30th, July 14th, July 28th, August 11th, August 25th and September 1st.  
Fun practice non-scored races will occur all other Saturdays at 4 p.m.  
 
Interested in learning how to sail?  Fred Erickson, our on-lake expert 
yachtsman, provides a free lesson for those 14 years old or older.  Please either 
come to our kick-off meeting on May 26th where you can meet Fred, or contact him directly at 715-498-7719 to 
schedule a lesson. 
  
Nextdoor: An App that Connects Pleasant Lake Neighbors  
In an effort to further connect our PLMD membership with one another, we have setup a Nextdoor 
“neighborhood” that residents can access via mobile app or desktop computer.  The purpose of this system is to 
enable sharing of important messages, events, or provide recommendations to the entire PLMD membership 
who have accepted the invitation.  This will allow anyone who is part of the “neighborhood” to immediately 
connect with the PLMD network rather than routing requests through the PLMD secretary.  Some 
communication examples may include: 
 

o Finding a trustworthy babysitter or recommended house painter 
o Spreading the word about a lost dog or boat 
o Organizing a neighborhood watch group or quickly get the word out about a break-in 
o Sharing information during a natural disaster 
o Receiving information from local public agencies 
o Finding a new home for an outgrown bicycle or life vest 

 
Everyone who has provided an email address to the PLMD board will receive an emailed invitation to join 
Nextdoor the week of May 27th.  Your participation is completely voluntary, but encouraged to enable better 
communication around the lake.  If you’d like to learn more about Nextdoor and what it can do, please go to: 
https://about.nextdoor.com/ 
 

    P.O. Box 230, Coloma, Wisconsin  54930 

Pleasant Lake Management District 
Newsletter 

https://about.nextdoor.com/
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Below are screenshots of the invitation, followed by the site’s homepage once logged in. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
PLMD Board Nominations 
Nominations will be accepted for two open board seats (Treasurer and Secretary) at the Special Meeting on 
May 25th.  The Board seeks new lake members to participate.  If you are interested or know someone who is 
interested in joining the PLMD Board, we want to know!  Please bring your nominations to the May 25th 
meeting.  Each nominee will be asked to provide a brief description of their interests and reason to join the 
board.  Member votes will take place at the Annual Meeting, Labor Day weekend. 
 
Want Your Voice Heard?   
The following committees are open for additional volunteers.  All are encouraged to participate!  If you are 
interested in sharing ideas or proposing solutions, please contact Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to connect 
with the chairs of each committee. 
 

• PLMD 105 Workgroup 
• Fish Committee  
• Clean Boats Clean Waters 

mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
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Wisconsin Water Court Cases in Progress 
 
Three court cases currently moving through the Wisconsin courts have particular interest to those of us living 
on the shores of Pleasant Lake: 
 

Clean Wisconsin & Pleasant Lake Management District v. Wisconsin DNR 
Central Sands Water Action Coalition has joined this case as an amicus  
 

Issue:   This case addresses the Wisconsin DNR’s failure to carry out its duties and authority under the Public Trust Doctrine to 
protect navigable waters.  October, 2016 Clean Wisconsin (7 wells) & Pleasant Lake Management District (1 well) 
challenged DNR’s permitting of 8 High Capacity Wells that DNR had permitted to pump groundwater.  DNR had 
determined each of these wells would have a negative environmental impact on the state’s water resources, but 
following the Schimel opinion taking away DNR authority to deny permits the DNR permitted the wells.   

 
Status:  On October 11, 2017 Dane County Circuit Court Judge Bailey-Rihn ruled to nullified seven of the high-capacity well 

permits, the eighth permit was sent back to DNR for further review.  Judge Bailey-Rihn’s ruling, required the DNR to 
fulfill their constitutional duty to protect Wisconsin’s waters and void the permits.    

 
January 5, 2018 DNR along with their interveners (Wisconsin Manufacturing and Commerce, Dairy 
Business Association, Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers, and others) appealed the October 11, 
2017 Circuit Court decision sending it to the District 2 Court of Appeals (Waukesha).   

 
The Court of Appeals declined to decide this case along with the Kinnard CAFO case (described below) 
as they felt the issue at hand would have statewide implications and asked the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court to make the decision.  That decision hangs on Act 21 – 2011 a law passed by the legislature and 
signed by Governor Walked that limits the actions of state agencies (DNR, DOT, DPI, etc,) to only 
those activities currently written into a state law, thus giving the legislature power over state agencies, 
not the governor.   For example, if the Department of Transportation wanted to use a new method for 
mapping roads and it was not currently included in statues, it could not unless and until DOT asked 
and was granted permission to do so from the legislature.   

 
April 9, 2019 the Supreme Court agreed to take the case.   The issue before them is, does the DNR have the authority to 
protect the waters of the state using cumulative impact analysis or other measures not currently mentioned in the state’s 
statutes to protect Wisconsin’s waters.  It is expected that the Supreme Court ruling will come in the fall of 2019.   

 
Kinnard Farms Case:  Lynda Cochart, et al. v. Wisconsin DNR 

 
Issue:  Does Act 21 limit DNR’s authority to impose Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) 

permit conditions?   Specifically, is the DNR able to impose an animal unit cap and require the operator of a 
Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) to install groundwater monitoring wells to ensure groundwater 
nitrates (and other contaminants) do not exceed state and EPA health standards.   

 
Status:   July 14, 2016, Dane County Circuit Court Judge Markson affirmed the petitioners' (Clean Wisconsin and others 

at this point) argument that the Wisconsin DNR improperly rejected Administrative Law Judge Boldt’s order to 
include an animal unit limit and off-site groundwater monitoring as part of Kinnard Farms, Inc.’s WPDES permit.  
Judge Markson concluded that that Wisconsin statutes do empower the DNR to require animal unit limits and 
monitoring of water pollution to ensure permittees comply with state clean water laws.   

 
The Wisconsin DNR appealed Judge Markson’s decision to the District 2 Court of Appeals (Waukesha).  While 
waiting for the decision, DNR issued a new WPDES permit that has been constructed without the permit conditions 
imposed by Judge Boldt and upheld by Judge Markson.   

 
As noted above, this CAFO case has been united with the CleanWisconsin-PLMD high capacity well 
case and set up to the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  This means the two cases together will become an Act 
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21- 2011 case.  This is troubling because the two cases deal with different issues.  The high capacity well 
case is based on the Wisconsin’s Constitution’s Wisconsin’s Public Trust  Doctrine – the waters of the 
state belong to the people of the state, part of the state constitution; the CAFO case addresses DNR’s 
authority to include conditions in a WPDES permits.   
 

https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/local/kewaunee-county/2019/04/15/wisconsin-supreme-court-
hear-appeal-kinnard-farms-cafo-regulation/3475634002/ 
 

May 2, 2019 Attorney General Josh Kaul filed briefs with the Supreme Court addressing both cases.  The lower 
courts in both cases ruled the DNR had the authority to impose requirements when issuing permits to protect the 
environment.  Kaul’s briefs support the findings of the lower courts.   

 
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2019/05/02/kaul-gop-lawmakers-stake-out-opposite-
views-environmental-cases/3655423002/ 
 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District v. Richfield Dairy 
 

Issue:  Wisconsin Pollution Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) permits must be reevaluated and renewed every 5 
years. February 10, 2017 the DNR issued the Richfield CAFO a new WPDES permit.  The permit not only lacks an 
animal unit cap, but also includes language that will allow Richfield Dairy to obtain an Alternate Concentration 
Limit (ACL) for nitrate pollution, and it does not include a requirement for off-site groundwater monitoring wells.  
Richfield is asking for an ACL because the Burr Oaks CAFO next door to the proposed Richfield site has already 
polluted the groundwater in the area.  Groundwater Nitrate values in the area exceed the state and national limit of 10 
mg/liter.   

 
 May 25, 2017, the DNR granted PLMD a contested case hearing challenging the WPDES permit for these reasons: 
 

1.  The WPDES permit issued on October 29, 2015 does not comply with Judge Boldt’s  September 3, 2014 directive 
that DNR include in the Richfield WPDES permit a condition “to establish a cap on the number of animal units 
which can sustainably be accommodated at the site in conjunction with the high capacity well condition approval 
modification”, a cap of 52.5 million gallons of water, which will support approximately 3,500 milking cows (4,000 
animal units).   

 
2.  The WPDES permit does not address the discharge of wastewater in excess of allowable public health standards. 
 
3.  The DNR has not required in the WPDES permit monitoring wells to assess the quality of groundwater at manure 

spreading sites.   
 
4.  The permit does not address whether Richfield Dairy is eligible for an alternate concentration limit and if so, what 

the level of pollution allowed would be. 
 
Two of these points, numbers 1 and 3, are the same points being deliberated before the Wisconsin Supreme Court in the 
Kinnard case.  Wis. DNR, PLMD and Richfield Dairy have all asked Judge DeFort (CCH Administrative Law Judge, ALJ) 
to postpone this CCH until after the Supreme Court decision on Kinnard.  Judge DeFort has declined to do so and is 
requiring the PLMD-Richfield case to go to hearing in July, i.e. before the Supreme Court decision is made.  This is a most 
unfortunate and unusual situation, as two of the four points in the Richfield case align with Kinnard.  To hold the Richfield 
CCH before the Supreme Court decides the Kinnard case is problematic, as whatever the outcome may be, the Supreme 
Court decision may reverse it.   
 
Status:   PLMD is preparing for a July 2019 CCH.   

 
 
 

https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/local/kewaunee-county/2019/04/15/wisconsin-supreme-court-hear-appeal-kinnard-farms-cafo-regulation/3475634002/
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/local/kewaunee-county/2019/04/15/wisconsin-supreme-court-hear-appeal-kinnard-farms-cafo-regulation/3475634002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2019/05/02/kaul-gop-lawmakers-stake-out-opposite-views-environmental-cases/3655423002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2019/05/02/kaul-gop-lawmakers-stake-out-opposite-views-environmental-cases/3655423002/
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Financial Summary and 2019 Proposed Budget  
Highlights for the March 31, 2019 (through 4/8/19) financials were: 
 
$55,315 Receipts, includes initial collection of Waushara & Marquette spec assessments & interest 
$47,223 Disbursements, includes PLMD loan payment, professional fees, donations & admin 
$8,091   Net Revenue over Expenses 
 
$201,533 Cash checking and reserves balance 
$0             Accrued Payables (Professional fees paid through 2/19/19 as of 4/8/19) 
$368,775 PLMD 105 Loan balance 
 
Proposed 2020 Budget - same special assessment of $279/parcel.   
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Central Sands Lakes Study: Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey (WGNHS) 
fieldwork update 
 

 
 
Figure 1. This map of Pleasant Lake shows the volume of water occupied by aquatic plants, with the red colors indicating more plants. WDNR staff 
completed transects across the lake with a piece of sonar equipment continuously recording the depth of the lake bottom and the surfaces of plants. 
Essentially, the sonar equipment is similar to a fish finder that sends back information on the location of plants rather than fish. The lake’s vegetation 
is one example of data being collected to understand the role of lake level fluctuation has the lake and its uses.  
 
Central Sands Lakes Study Update  
The 2018 field season was busy for DNR, WGNHS and USGS staff collecting data on and around Pleasant 
Lake in support of the Central Sands Lakes Study. The data collected are being used to model and evaluate the 
hydrology and potential impacts of nearby high capacity well withdrawals on Pleasant Lake. 
 
If you spent time on the lake, you may have noticed a large buoy labeled “Research” in the middle of Pleasant 
Lake. Hanging down from that buoy are sensors logging the water temperature at multiple depths every hour all 
winter long. There are also two sensors monitoring dissolved oxygen concentrations: one is 2 feet off the 
bottom and the other is 3 feet below the surface. So far, one finding is that oxygen declined to very low 
concentrations in the bottom waters last summer. This is typical in many lakes, but before the study, we had 
very little oxygen data from Pleasant Lake. This data is important for understanding how changing lake levels 
influence mixing and nutrient dynamics in the lake.   
 
The project team also conducted an aquatic plant survey in early August. The 28 species recorded indicate that 
Pleasant Lake is very healthy, and many of the plants are sensitive to disturbance. The most common plant 
species are Nitella flexilis (stoneworts) and Chara sp. (muskgrass). Both species can be found at the deepest 
part of the lake. In fact, the project team found plants growing everywhere, which provides great habitat for 
invertebrates and fish. Most plants, however, are found near shore at depths less than 15 feet.  
 
At the end of August 2018, DNR staff also conducted fish surveys on Pleasant Lake. The team pulled a net, also 
called a seine, parallel to shore to count and identify small fish. This process, seining, targets juveniles and 
small species like minnows and darters. Largemouth Bass were abundant in the lake.  Other common species 
found include Bluegill and Bluntnose Minnows.  Other fish seined included Perch, Mimic Shiner, Pumpkinseed, 
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Iowa Darter, Rock Bass and Banded Killifish. Electrofishing surveys will occur this spring and will provide 
more information on the abundance and size distribution of adult game fishes. 
 
Data collected will be used to help determine how water level changes might affect the health of the lake. The 
Central Sands Lakes Study will continue through June 2021.  For more information, visit the DNR website: 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wells/HighCap/CSLStudy.html, sign up for Central Sands Lakes Study email updates, 
or contact DNR project manager Jeff Helmuth, jeffrey.helmuth@wisconsin.gov, (608) 266-5234.  
 
 
PLMD 105 and Ice Age Trail Update 
PLMD is currently working with the Ice Age Trail Alliance to develop the south half of the property into a segment 
of the Ice Age Trail.  Kevin Thusius, Ice Age Trail Alliance, has applied for and received a tentative grant award 
for the purchase of an Ice Age Trail easement on the PLMD 105 property, but needs a south or east access to the 
property to be eligible to receive the funds.  Specifically, PLMD or the Ice Age Alliance needs a path from Czech 
Lane north or 3rd Drive west to our property.  We have reached out to neighbors in an effort to resolve this impasse, but 
so far there is no solution in sight.   If anyone has an idea as to how a path could be acquired or accomplished please 
communicate it to a PLMD Board member.  Kevin must communicate by July 15, 2019 that access has been found for 
the project to be eligible for the Stewardship Funds. 
 

 
 
Photo courtesy of Andrea Loppnow 
 
 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/EndangeredResources/Animals.asp?mode=detail&SpecCode=AFCNB04060
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wells/HighCap/CSLStudy.html
mailto:jeffrey.helmuth@wisconsin.gov
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PLMD Well 
Water Testing 
Program for 

2019 

 
                                                                                                       Jean MacCubbin, citizenjean2@gmail.com 
 
As per the approved Lake Management Plan, PLMD is again sponsoring the 3rd round of private well water 
testing over the Labor Day weekend. This time the residences in the southwest corner of the lake, see map, 
will be in the program. This area is in the watershed that flows from the proposed Richfield Daily in Adams 
County.  
 
The HOMEOWNER PACKAGE includes 8 tests and will cost you $52.00. This is a 43% discount savings 
(total individual cost $91). The Homeowner Package consists of the following analyses— Total Coliform 
Bacteria (includes E-coli result when bacteria present); Nitrate plus Nitrite-Nitrogen; pH; Alkalinity; Hardness; 
Chloride; Conductivity; Corrosivity Index. 
 
Why are we doing this? For two reasons-- homeowners should test their water on an annual basis especially in 
areas that may have flooded or had other land activities that might contribute to well water contamination.  And 
secondly, for PLMD to have good data on baseline drinking water quality around our lake.  
 
What do I need to do? The next newsletter will provide details on how to reserve a sample bottle, as well as 
the dates for bottle pick up and sample handling and drop off. 
 
How do I get my Sample for Collection? You will need to RESERVE a bottle; details in the next newsletter. 
 
How do I pay? When dropping off your collected sample, you will need to include various completed 
paperwork and a check payable to PLMD for $52. 
 
When and where will I pick up my reserved collection bottle? We will have sample bottles at the PLMD 
Annual meeting on Sat. August 31st AND later that Saturday at the Picnic Shelter at the Swim Beach, 
north shore. 
 
When and where will I drop off my refrigerated sample and check? Because a sample cannot be collected 
more than 24 hours before lab testing, PLMD volunteers will pick up samples and your completed paperwork 
on Labor Day, Monday Sept. 2nd from 11:00-1:00 at the Picnic Shelter at the Swim Beach, north shore. 
 
Will there be more information in emails or newsletters from PLMD? YES! Please watch for more details 
in upcoming communications.  
 
What have we found to-date?   In the northeast and northwest area of the District, PLMD has tested 49 
drinking wells. Of these, two had nitrate levels above 10 mg/L, the Wisconsin and EPA standard for drinking 
water.  Of the 17 wells tested north of the lake and south of Hwy 21, 50% had nitrate levels above 10mg/L. 
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Pleasant Lake Management District (PLMD) 
Agenda – Special Meeting 

Saturday, May 25, 2019, 9:00 A.M. 
Anna Follett Community Center—Coloma WI 

Scones from Bread Bar and coffee provided. 
 

9:00 a.m. Business Meeting 
Welcome, Review Agenda, Introductions and Announcements; Welcome New Residents 

Secretary’s Report—Approval of Minutes of Annual Meeting, Sept 1, 2018 [ACTION ITEM] 

Treasurer’s Report—  

Year-To-Date Expenses and Income, Account Balances [ACTION ITEM] 

Presentation of Draft 2020 Budget [VOTE TAKEN AT ANNUAL MEETING] 

 Open Nominations for Two 3-year Term Members of Board of Commissioners 

 
9;30 a.m. Old Business 
             
            Update on Land Stewardship Workgroup planning for PLMD 105 
              

Update on Legal Challenges for Richfield Dairy and Hi-Cap Wells 
 
Financial Review  
 

            Lake Management Plan update process 
 
10:30 a.m. New Business 

Results of well water quality testing and next steps (SW corner testing fall 2019) 
Status of Central Sands Groundwater Study 

Committee Reports 
Town and County Reports; “Pleasant Lake NEXT DOOR” communications tool for members   
Clean Boats Clean Waters; Fish Committee; Lake Groups and Associations; CSWAC; Other Groups 

 
Period of Public Comment [2 minutes each/max. 10 minutes] 
 
11:00 a.m. Adjourn 
 

*Well Water Testing:  SEE NEXT NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS ON PRE-REGISTRATION.  
Sample Bottle Pickup: ANNUAL MEETING August 31  

for Pre-registered Residents in SW corner of lake, West of 4th Road.  
There will be two pages of paperwork to be completed prior to obtaining sample bottles. 

Additional Bottle Pick up:  Sat., Aug 31 at Swim Park,  
Sample Bottle Drop off: Monday, Sept. 2nd ONLY at Coloma Swim Park. 

Please plan to take your sample that morning prior to drop off. Est. cost $52/each payable to PLMD. 
 

Reminders—2019 Meeting Dates:  Annual Meeting August 31 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District P O Box 230 Coloma WI 54930 
Email: pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com   Webpage: www.mypleasantlake.org  

Like us on Facebook  Pleasant Lake Management District 
 

mailto:pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+image&view=detailv2&&id=2C19F7171735E84A5DAC4DD01CEBC1D4DD1B2E59&selectedIndex=5&ccid=JsCMbRBg&simid=607995360945833244&thid=OIP.M26c08c6d10606409b98ce0da3c71a4b8H0
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Attachment-- Minutes Annual Meeting Sept. 1, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLMD Board of Commissioners 2018-2019 

Tom Kunes, Chair 
Francie Rowe, Vice-Chair, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 
Jon Walsh, Treasurer  
Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master 
Andrea Loppnow, Board Member at Large 
Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 
Enrique Soria, Waushara County Representative 
 
Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake 
email: Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com  
 
 

    
 

Pleasant Lake Management District     
P.O. Box 230 
Coloma, Wisconsin 54930 

PLMD Special Meeting: Saturday, May 25th, 2019 at 9:00 am 
PLMD Annual Meeting: Saturday, August 31st, 2019 at 9:00 am 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:directors@mypleasantlake.org

